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ABSTRACT

This independent study, titled "A Study on the Potential of Trang Old Town for Cultural
Tourism Development" aims to: (1) examine the cultural heritage values and tourism potential of
Trang Old Town, (2) develop and pilot an assessment tool for evaluating cultural heritage and
cultural tourism potential, and (3) propose development strategies for sustainable cultural tourism.
The assessment tool was designed based on relevant concepts and frameworks, and reviewed by
experts in heritage conservation, architecture, and local history, as well as representatives from the
Trang Old Town community and Trang Municipality. The results indicate that most cultural heritage
sites in the area were rated as having “high” to “very high” value, particularly the Sino-Portuguese
architecture, which provides a strong foundation for creating unique tourism experiences. When
integrated with Trang’s long-standing culinary culture, these assets highlight two key cultural
identities of the city: historic architecture and traditional eateries located in heritage buildings.
However, infrastructural limitations-especially in accessibility and public services-remain a significant
concern. The study concludes that the developed assessment tool serves as a practical preliminary
framework for evaluating cultural tourism potential in historic urban contexts. It also provides useful
insights for future policy design that promotes community participation and the sustainable

preservation of local identity.
KEYWORD: Cultural Tourism / Trang Old Town / Cultural Heritage
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