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The Hidden Function and Meaning of Stair

Abstract:

Stairs are one of the most basic architectural elements closely linked to human dimension and
proportion. Sizes of all stairs are created according to human ability and capability to step onto levels, in
order to facilitate vertical movement. As a primordial architectural element, stairs have been created and
used since ancient time. Its basic characteristics have undergone various transformation throughout history till
today. Understanding the meaning and implication as well as effects of stairs to our inhabitation within
different contextual situations will thus lead to meaningful methods in its design.

This research aims to study various dimensions within the concept and physical development of
stairs. It will trace the transformation throughout history, in terms of physical, symbolic, psychological,
philosophical, religious, as well as phenomenological aspects. The research of architectural stairs will be
conducted via related discourse of art, literature as well as cinema.

From initial study, the research found that stairs were originated on the basis to connecting
different levels. This straightforward task made stairs invariably related to their immediate physical
context, while their new tasks were results of changes and transformation within human civilization. While
original building usages that has sprung from socio-cultural, religious conditions have shaped the meaning
and physical appearances of stairs, new economic as well as political requirements have reshaped them.
The formation of stairs in all instances, however, has been a working together of architectural volume,
seguence, space and point of view, which in tumn, play important roles in the creation of what we call

stairs.

Keyword: Stairs, History, Circulation
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Al 8: M.C. Escher’s Relativity (1953)

s https://www.moma.org/collection/works/61398
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ANl 12: Spiral Staircase to Nowhere - Olafur Eliasson Lz 10 Cal Tower - Supermachine Studio
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https://www.archdaily.com/594809/10cal-tower-supermachine-studio
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