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Existing condition of vernacular houses and communities with
Thai characteristics in the lower part of Chao Praya Basin:

A case study in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province
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Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

Apart from reflecting each community’s complex cultural society in different periods of
time, vernacular houses and communities also reveal people’s ability in living harmoniously with
their environment and wisely using appropriate resources and technology for construction. Even
though the development of the country has resulted in the considerable depletion of those
vernacular houses, and thus eliminating valuable knowledge in art and culture of the locality; these
houses are still existed in many localities. This paper aims to illustrate exiting conditions of
vernacular houses and communities with Thai characteristics in the lower part of Chao Praya Basin,
especially in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province. 4 communities within 3 types of ecological
environment of the province were selected. 31 households were studied through the methods of
observation and interviews.

This study found that vernacular Thai houses and communities in Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
province have continually transformed according to changes of environment and living ways of the
locality. The houses in most communities seem to protect themselves from external surroundings,
while keeping the relationship between houses of relatives. Landscape around the houses in

general expresses ways of living with simplicity. Most studied houses were modified from the house

2 | B: Vernacular Architecture and Cultural €nvironment



msUsvyivnsszaived “anladnssuiurieml” w2560

in Thai traditional style by enclosing roofless platforms, or built with a pattern of enclosing roofless
platforms. This has resulted in the larger appearance of the houses, while containing vast and empty
quality of spatial interior. In addition, this study found that there are still the tradition of extended
houses for a newlywed in some households, and thus expressing the continuation of extended
family. Although vernacular Thai houses in the province express the combination between old and
new styles, and seem to be declined artistic quality; the process of construction has been practiced

in the ways that follow traditional beliefs.

Keyword: Continuation; Thai vernacular houses; Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya province; Lower part of

Chao Praya Basin, Local wisdom
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